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Well behaved
women rarely
make history
-Laura Thatcher
Ulrich


SIGNS FROM THE 2018 WOMEN’S MARCH

MAKE YOUR VOICES HEARD!

Nina Muckenthaler, President

March is Women’s History Month. I want to thank all of you who have been making history (herstory) NOW.
Thank you to all of our new members who joined Michigan NOW since our last newsletter, and welcome! I
also want to thank our local chapters for the grassroots work they’ve been doing demonstrating at “fake
clinics”, escorting patients, registering voters, marching, and holding meetings where in-depth feminist
conversations flourish. Great things are going on at the local level! We also have new groups that are being
organized and will soon be contributing to the wave of feminist activities in our state. You can read more
about the activities of our local chapters in the Local Chapters in Action section.
It is no surprise that as women’s voices are starting to ascend, that we are now getting the orchestrated
backlash. There are a few cases where men claim to be innocent of the charges against them and these are
being held up as evidence that the women who are speaking out are being overly zealous, “crazy”, and unfair
to men. Yes, a few men may be unfairly charged, but that should not be used to discredit the many women
and girls who are coming forward to share their stories of abuse. Why is it that these few men garner as much
or more attention than the thousands of women and girls who are harassed, raped, beaten, and murdered
every day? Why is that “normal” and acceptable in our society? Are their lives so much more valuable than
women’s? This is patriarchal bias. When their privilege is threatened it is a much more serious case.
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I believe that everyone who is accused should also be heard. I don’t want to trade one injustice for another,
but I also believe that over emphasis on the minority of cases where men are falsely accused is also a ploy that
garners sympathy for abusers. Their cases are used to discredit and disempower the many women who
worked so hard to make their voices heard. It is a ploy that supports the status quo and works to keep women
disempowered.
How do we counter this “insanity”? The answer is greater collective action to amplify our voice and the voices
of those working for equality and democracy. In the last newsletter I talked about voice and power, and how
our collective voice is what gives us power. That voice can be expressed in many ways (demonstrations,
boycotts, emails, performances, testimony…). The Larry Nassar sex abuse case demonstrated the importance
of and power of women uniting to support each other and to demand change. This is also demonstrated by
the Me Too and Times Up movements, as well as by the Women’s March. We are at a crucial time in history
when women must band together and demand change. Our health and wellbeing is at stake. It is time for us to
demand change NOW!
As we work to make our voices stronger, we must also focus on power: what it is, how we claim it, how to
effectively use it. This will be the focus of our annual MI NOW conference in April. The theme is: Can You Hear
Us Now! The Power of Women United. We are very fortunate to have national NOW Vice-President Gilda
Yazzie as our keynote speaker. Tell all of your feminist friends about the conference. In these crucial times we
need all of Michigan’s feminists active and making their voices heard. I look forward to seeing you all April
14th!

MI NOW President Muckenthaler spoke at the Nationwide Solidarity
March for Peace and Unity in Ann Arbor in October. She is pictured
here with a local MI NOW member whose sign reads: Mr. President
Listen to Women.

“The most violent
element in society is
ignorance”
Emma Goldman
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#EnoughIsEnough

Resister

APRIL 14, 2018
KEYNOTE: GILDA YAZZIE, NATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR WOMEN
PRESENTED BY: MICHIGAN NOW AND EASTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY
WOMEN’S AND GENDER STUDIES PROGRAM
WWW.MICHNOW.ORG FOR INFO & ONLINE REGISTRATION
REGISTRATION AND VENDOR FORMS AT THE END OF THIS NEWSLETTER
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Purpose: This is a feminist conference that will focus on voice, power, and action. The goal is
to strengthen the feminist movement in our state and to equip participants with the tools
needed to advance equality in Michigan.
Our keynote speaker is National NOW Vice President Gilda Yazzie. We will have break-out
sessions that focus on empowering participants and taking action to bring about change. The
conference also provides feminists with the opportunity to meet with fellow feminists working
to bring about change in Michigan. Conference registration includes all-day beverage service
and light snacks, It is an afternoon conference so lunch will not be served.

Gilda Yazzie, NOW Vice President
Gilda Yazzie joined NOW when she realized that working with a national grassroots
and feminist organization was essential to moving a progressive agenda forward.
She has been active with NOW since 1996 as a Lifetime Member.
First elected to the national NOW board in the early 2000s, Yazzie’s strong
leadership skills took her to positions on both the Budget and National Conference
Committees. Other NOW roles include Chair of the Structure and Modernization
Committee, part of NOW’s Modernization Campaign, and as principal organizer of
the 2005 Women of Color and Allies Summit.
An enrolled member of the Navajo Nation, Yazzie is a longtime advocate for racial justice and civil rights. She
continues her activism as an advocate for tribal and indigenous issues by keeping well informed about federal
and state issues as they relate to native concerns.
Yazzie holds a bachelor’s degree in business administration, and has been self-employed in various business
enterprises throughout her professional life. As an entrepreneur, she has worked with local, state, and federal
government agencies as well as with native sovereign native nations.
THE NATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR WOMEN (NOW)
As the grassroots arm of the women’s movement, the National Organization for Women is dedicated to its
multi-issue and multi-strategy approach to women’s rights, and is the largest organization of feminist
grassroots activists in the United States. NOW has hundreds of chapters and hundreds of thousands of
members and activists in all 50 states and the District of Columbia. Since our founding in 1966, NOW’s purpose
is to take action through intersectional grassroots activism to promote feminist ideals, lead societal change,
eliminate discrimination, and achieve and protect the equal rights of all women and girls in all aspects of
social, political, and economic life.

LEGISLATIVE REPORT

Bobbie Walton, Legislative VP

Electing More Feminists is our Legislative Priority. We have seen what the Michigan Legislature has done with
all legislation to protect women’s reproductive rights. The anti-feminist bloc, starting with the Speaker of the
House Tom Leonard, stops all protective legislation from being heard or even being voted on. Our lobbying
efforts, while sincere, are rebuffed by legislators who do not take our concerns seriously. It is time to focus on
replacing them.
Help us get out the vote for feminist candidates and turn Michigan around for women. Put on your walking
shoes, clear some space on your calendar and help the MI NOW PAC take our message to the voters of 2018.
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At this time, when it is more and more obvious that we need a feminist
perspective in government, we must get it done.
We have been successful in state and local elections, standing with our
endorsed candidates. We have worked alongside candidates and NOW
members to carry the message of feminist concerns and to get out the
vote. We have MI NOW members who braved running for office
themselves, many currently holding office in state and local positions.

VAGINAS
BROUGHT YOU
INTO THIS
WORLD AND
VAGINAS WILL

We need to help the members of the Progressive Women’s Legislative
VOTE YOU OUT!
Caucus by sending more progressive women to swell their ranks. These
members of the Michigan Legislature have stood with us, introducing
2018 WOMEN’S
and fighting to pass bills against domestic violence, advocating for equal
MARCH SIGN
pay for equal work, for access to abortion and reproductive health
services, for earned sick leave in all employment. They cannot do this
alone. They need us. Visit the Michigan Progressive Women’s
Caucus website at www.miprogressivewomen.com and you will
see who these champions are.
Won’t you please help by supporting our work for good
government? If you visit the Michigan NOW website at
Michnow.org and choose political action from the dropdown
menu, it is easy to make your contribution with your credit card
through our PayPal account. If you prefer to send a check, mail
it to us at: Michigan NOW PAC c/o Jodie Weissler DeFoe, 23470
Riverview Drive, Southfield, MI 48034. And, as we note on our
website, if you are a new or renewing member, you will receive
a NOW membership with a donation of more than $20.

Thanks for everything you do for women!
*Contributions to the MINOW PAC are not tax deductible charitable contributions. But, you won’t regret
helping.

LOCAL CHAPTERS IN ACTION
Skyline High School
Skyline members have been focusing on registering
students to vote. This group also meets on a regular
basis to discuss issues being faced by women and girls
(veteran feminists might call these consciousness raising
groups). In March the Skyline group will host the
Washtenaw NOW’s women’s history event, “Fifty Years
of Feminism.”
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Young Feminists’ Council

Hala Khasawneh, Vice President
The Young Feminists’ Council began in October of 2017, with the
purpose of furthering the modern feminism movement that
permeated across America. The chapter’s main goals are to recruit
members from high schools around Oakland County to help empower
women all across the state. It focuses efforts on educating teens about
the struggles of living as women in today’s society, while inspiring
confidence in them; reminding them the future is in their hands and
they have the power to make a difference. Through a series of
meetings, planning, and hard work, the members of the Young
Feminists’ Council were able to hold many successful events
surrounding the topic of feminism.

Following the goal of education, the first event held was the Women in
the Workforce Career Conference. The conference featured six
speakers, each from a different field- medicine, engineering, film- who described the challenges, demands,
and successes of being a woman in the workforce. In addition, a student-run organization at the University of
Michigan, Women’s Organization on Rights to Health, joined them, speaking about body confidence, failure,
struggles with decision making, and disappointments they have all faced. Together all twelve of the powerful
women were able to implement confidence in the young audience, teaching them that although the struggle
of being a woman is very real, it is something that can be overcome.
In January of 2018 the chapter hosted another speaker, Jo Reger, professor of Women's Studies at Oakland
University. She focused her speech on racism, homophobia, and transphobia in the broad spectrum of
feminism. She emphasized the idea of the acceptance of all people despite of their race or sexual orientation,
while reiterating the importance of intersectional feminism.
As an ongoing addition to the chapter, Josie Wenzell has started a publication for the Young Feminists’
Council. She, along with many dedicated writers, will come out with an edition every couple of month, that
will focus on the group’s events, modern day issues, personal stories, and memoirs. Furthermore, Mandy
Purcell will be starting a Young Feminists’ Council YouTube channel that will show videos of past events, allow
people to share their opinions on modern happenings relating to feminism, and show her original series,
“Unfiltered: Who Are You,” that will allow members to make segments about the woman who inspires them
the most. For the few months the Young Feminists’ Council has been running, it has been very successful. It
has achieved its goal of educating the teens of this generation, while inspiring women that they are just as
capable as anyone to prosper in this world. The Young Feminists’ Council will continue to further its efforts to
spread the idea of feminism as the year continues, hoping to spread the message of strength and acceptance.

WASHTENAW NOW

Georgina Hickey, President

In late October, many of our members joined a sold-out crowd of 4200 women and allies in Detroit for the
Women’s Convention, three action packed days of inspirational plenaries and break-out sessions
designed to help us in Reclaiming Our Time! Women are still discouraged from entering many
professions. We are still under-represented in boardrooms across the nation and in the State Houses and
the Halls of Congress. But we can change this! And if we do, it will also shift the stalled conversations we
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have been having for 50 years around equal pay, reproductive rights and many other compelling topics.
At the close of the conference, we promised to ourselves and to our "accountability partners" that we
would choose an action based on what we had learned over the weekend and GET STARTED!
Several months ago we began asking our chapter to share the titles of books that had changed their lives
(See the list at www.michnow.org). From these suggestions we generated a list of pivotal books on
injustice and inequality and chose to (re)read together: Alice Walker’s The Color Purple for a book
discussion in November. This book spoke to members across the generations like no other on our list.
People brought both new and well-worn copies
to a local library to share and explore reactions
to this powerful book. Many of us who had read
it decades ago found new relevancy in the anticolonialist themes. All of us found lessons on
the meaning of race, sexuality, and women’s
friendships.
In December we joined our friends at Moms
Demand Action to mark the 5th anniversary of
their founding and hold a vigil for the Sandy
Hook school shooting victims.
After electing new chapter board at our annual
meeting in January, we made signs for upcoming
events. Chapter members marched for Love, Action, and Resilience in Ypsilanti on Jan. 20th. We also
joined the Women’s Rallies in Ann Arbor (Jan 20) and Lansing (Jan 21) that weekend. Power to the Polls!
We rounded out a heavy month of engagement by holding a protest
and informational picket around so-called “Crisis Pregnancy Centers.”
An enthusiastic bunch of 30 activists chanted, flyered, and engaged the
public on a central Ann Arbor sidewalk outside of one of these fake
clinics for three hours on Saturday, January 27. This was our way of
marking the 45th anniversary of the Roe v. Wade decision legalizing
abortion. We found great support from passersby, many of whom did
not know
that public
money in the state
of Michigan is
available to these
unlicensed, nonmedical facilities.
We were able to
educate people
about CPC practices,
including their
refusal to refer
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women for abortion services or provide contraceptive care and STI testing. We also alerted people to the
presence of these fake clinics in our community.
(Photo left is Jeff Irwin, who is
running for a state senate seat in
our district, with member Sharon
Ongaro -- he posted this pic on his
FB candidate’s page! Photo right is
Jeff Irwin with MI NOW
Membership VP Kathy Stroud)

OAKLAND/MACOMB NOW

Erica Banas

Fall 2017 saw Oakland/Macomb NOW co-sponsoring a number of
community events, notably October's Make It RAINN benefit concert
in Pontiac where proceeds went to the Rape, Abuse
& Incest National Network. In November,
Oakland/Macomb NOW held a very successful yoga
fundraiser in Troy that attracted a number of new
faces and included a discussion about the chapter's
upcoming busy agenda for 2018.
The New Year provided Oakland/Macomb NOW
with an excellent start and a first: Hosting dual
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protests. In honor of the 45th anniversary of Roe v. Wade, the chapter held protests of crisis pregnancy
centers (CPCs) in Oakland and Macomb counties. CPCs are one of the biggest entities that stand in the way of
women receiving proper reproductive healthcare. A number of local activist groups and reproductive health
champions joined the protests as co-sponsors including Northland Family Planning Centers, Reclaim, Women
Organize Michigan, Mothering Justice, Interfaith Reproductive Justice Coalition and Jill Farber-Bramson.

Genesee County NOW

Bobbie Walton, President

Some of our chapter members recognized the importance of the anniversary of Roe v Wade by serving as escorts for
women seeking abortion services at a local women’s health clinic. This clinic is one
of many across the state dealing with harassment from zealots who oppose
women’s rights. We need more women to protect these women and give them
support.
Our members have been circulating petitions to bring to the ballot the guarantee of
earned sick leave for all employees. We have partnered with Mothering Justice in
this effort.

In November we
met to say farewell
to one of our
founding members who is moving out of our area.
Our chapter will be having elections this year and we
are looking for members to take a leadership role.

Genesee County NOW is raising funds to help a local clinic that has unexpected
expenses due to protesters. Protesters are intruding on clinic property but local law
enforcement will not act until the clinic has the area surveyed to prove where their
property lines are. Current documents do not show exact lines. We are trying to raise
$ 1800.00.
Donations can be sent to Genesee County NOW, 8412 Mapleview Dr. Davison, MI
48423. Note that the donation is for the women’s clinic.

Calling all Wayne County NOW Members!
We have a new group starting in Wayne County. Valerie Dutton and Fiana Arbab are the new leaders for this
group. They had their first organizing meeting at the beginning of February, and they are eager to get things
moving! Please contact Val at duttonvj@gmail.com if you are interested in joining this group, or call Michigan
NOW at (517)347-7157 (Dana Management) and give us your contact so we can pass it along.
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Lansing Area NOW Task Force Starting!
WE have a new group starting in the Lansing Area. Brenda Frezell, a presenter at our 2017 conference, is
leading this new group. This group had their first meeting in mid-February. You can contact Brenda at
brendafrezell@gmail.com or (517)648-3618.

Grand Rapids NOW
This chapter is temporarily dormant. Chapter leaders are leaving and the group needs members to step up and
lead. This has been a very dynamic and successful chapter. Some people at the Women’s March expressed
interest. If you are interested in helping to lead this chapter, then please call Michigan NOW at (517)347-7157
(Dana Management) and give us your contact so we can pass it along.

Kalamazoo & Battle Creek
Several people at the Women’s March expressed interest in forming groups in these areas and we are in the
process of helping them to get established. Please call Michigan NOW at (517)347-7157 (Dana Management)
and give us your contact info. if you are interested.

SAVE THE DATE:
April 10th Equal Pay Day Rally at the Capitol. Registration info. will be
posted at the MI NOW website when it is available
Apil 14th MI NOW annual conference at EMU. Can You Hear Us Now!
The Power of Women United.
July 6th
2018 National Conference. The 2018 conference will be held
in San Jose, CA on July 6th-8th. Go to www.now.org for more
info.
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CAN YOU HEAR US NOW!
The Power of Women United
April 14, 2018
Eastern Michigan University
Pray-Harrold Building
E Circle Dr, Ypsilanti, MI 48197
https://www.emich.edu/maps/campus_map.pdf
Registration Opens at 11:00. Vendors should arrive between 10:00 and 10:30.

CONFERENCE SPONSOR/VENDOR REGISTRATION FORM
NAME: __________________________________________________________
ADDRESS:_________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE:________________________ EMAIL:__________________________

Mail Form To:
Michigan NOW Conference
1140 Abbot Rd
P.O. Box 860
East Lansing, MI 48826
________________________
Contact Michigan NOW at
(517) 485-9687

SPONSORS
Individuals and organizations can be a conference sponsor. You can also honor someone else by listing their
name in our list of sponsors (In honor of…). Sponsors will be listed in the conference program. Sponsorship is
$20.00 (this will fund one conference scholarship).
PRINT SPONSORSHIP INFO. AS YOU WOULD LIKE IT LISTED IN THE PROGRAM:

________________________________________________________________

VENDOR TABLE REQUEST FORM

SPONSOR:

$__________

TOTAL AMOUNT
ENCLOSED:
$__________

VENDOR TABLES ARE $20 PER TABLE. PROVIDE YOUR OWN TABLE CLOTH
*MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO:
ORGANIZATION NAME: _____________________________________

MICHIGAN NOW

TOTAL AMOUNT:
NUMBER OF TABLES ________ X

$20.00 = ________

THANK YOU!
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CAN YOU HEAR US NOW!
The Power of Women United
April 14, 2018
*** New Location: EMU***
CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORM
Register online at www.michnow.org or mail in this form.

NAME (S):

____________________________________ NOW MEMBER: Yes____ No____

ADDRESS:________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE:________________________

EMAIL:__________________________

Choose the registration level that fits your budget. If you can, please pay a higher amount as it helps us to pay for
the conference and to provide conference scholarships. Thank you!
Conference Location
Eastern Michigan University
STANDARD
______ x $30 = ________
Pray-Harrold Building
E Circle Dr
Ypsilanti, MI 48197
LOW INCOME/STUDENT
______ x $20 =________

Donaion to Michigan NOW
TOTAL ENCLOSED:

CHECK HERE IF YOU NEED A CONFERENCE SCHOLARSHIP
*MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: MICHIGAN NOW

*WALK-INS WELCOME**

=________
$________

https://www.emich.edu/maps
/campus_map.pdf
Registration Opens: 11:00
Conference: 12-4
Chapter Mtg: 4-5

________

Keynote Speaker:
Gilda Yazzie, National
FairlaNOW Vice-President
Network with other feminist activists

Mail Registration Form To:
Michigan NOW Conference
1140 Abbot Rd
P.O. Box 860
East Lansing, MI 48826

Break-Out Sessions:
Title 9
Effective Advocacy and Citizen Lobbying
Young Feminists in Action
And More!
Go to michnow.org for updates
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NOW ITEMS ORDER FORM
Many people have been asking for NOW items so they can proudly show their feminist spirit, so we created
some bandanas and buttons that match our conference theme.

Bandanas

Number of sets: _____ x $16.50 = _______

They can be worn as a head band, an arm band, or used as a flag.
We have 3 styles that we are selling as a set. They are 100% cotton, rolled hem edges, made in the USA, and
printed at a union shop. Bandanas measure 22”W x 22”L. They are $16.50 for a set of 3.
The bandanas are:
1) White with black printing. Has the NOW logo and
the phrase, The Power of Women United!
2) Black with white printing. Has the NOW logo
and the phrase, Stand Up! Speak Out!
3) Our Version of the pussy hat. This bandana is
pink with black ink. It has cat images.
Please Note: Our graphic artist is still finishing our final design, but
we’re giving you these rough images of designs we’re working
with.

Buttons:

2” buttons in 4 designs. $2.50 each.
1) Resister (With NOW logo).
Qty Resister Button #1: _______ x $2.50= _______
2) “Your silence will not protect you”

Qty Silence Button

3) Stand Up! Speak Out! (With NOW logo)

Qty Stand Up! Button #3: _______ x $2.50= _______

4) Can You Hear Us NOW! (With NOW logo)

Qty Hear Us Button #4: _______ x $2.50= _______

Resister!

#2: _______ x $2.50= _______

“Your silence
will not
protect you”
Audre Lorde

NAME (S):

______________________________________

ADDRESS:

______________________________________
______________________________________

Mail Completed Form To:
Michigan NOW
1140 Abbot Rd
P.O. Box 860
East Lansing, MI 48826

TELEPHONE: ________________________
Total Amount Eclosed: $___________

Please make check payable
to Michigan NOW.
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END NOTES
Follow Michigan NOW on our Facebook page
Do you want to start a NOW Chapter or group?
NOW chapters and groups are the heart and muscle of NOW. Chapters elect leaders, set policy, and determine
NOW’s grassroots agenda. Groups are less formal. By speaking out and taking action, NOW activists make
change happen at the local, state, and national level.
Checklist to convene a NOW chapter or group:
Become a NOW member if you have not done so already. Go to www.michnow.org to register.
Contact your State President/Coordinator to express your interest. Contact MI NOW at 517-485-9687 or
minow@danamgt.com.

DONATIONS!
We received a $27.00 contribution from a student group. They had a
“Returnable Can and Bottle Drive” and donated the proceeds to Michigan
NOW! It came from an English 10 IB class and this was their mid-term
project. Thank you!

THANK

YOU!!!

HOW DID NOW GET STARTED?
Setting the Stage
In 1880, Mrs. H. Griswold wrote in a letter to Susan B. Anthony: “Words fail to convey the bitter hatred I have
for the foul demagogues who would take from me the freedom they claim for themselves.” In 1909, Emma
Goldman wrote “A New Declaration of Independence,” in which she declared the self-evident truth that all
human beings “irrespective of race, color, or sex” are born with equal rights. About a decade later, Margaret
Sanger explained the “morality of birth control” in a speech so titled.
By the post-World War II era, such strong feminist voices were dwindling in number and volume; the
momentum of the feminist movement that won suffrage and expanded women’s rights in the early 20th
century had waned. A negative media blitz proclaimed the death of feminism and celebrated the happy,
suburban housewife.
But with the rise of the civil rights movement, feminists again made their place in the political arena. The Civil
Rights Act of 1964 came to Congress, and feminists lobbied hard for the addition of an amendment prohibiting
sex discrimination in employment. After much debate, the Act was passed with just such a prohibition in Title
VII—added by a congressman who hoped to defeat the Act by including sex. But Title VII was still a shallow
protection for women in the workforce.
The Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) was formed in 1965 to implement Title VII of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964. Though future NOW president Aileen Hernandez and founder Richard Graham fought hard
as EEO commissioners to enforce Title VII’s prohibition on sex discrimination, they were ultimately
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outnumbered 3-2, and the EEOC decided in September of 1965 that sex segregation in job advertising was
permissible.
A month later, at a conference on Title VII and the EEOC, Dr. Pauli Murray—a law professor at Yale and a
member of the President’s Commission on the Status of Women—denounced the EEOC and its stance
permitting Help Wanted Male and Help Wanted Female segregated job advertising. Betty Friedan, author of
the eye-opening book The Feminine Mystique, immediately contacted Dr. Murray—one of many historic
linkups that led to a reemergence of the feminist movement in the U.S.
The Third National Conference of Commissions on the Status of Women
Friedan and Murray were among hundreds of representatives at this conference in Washington, D.C., on June
28-30, 1966. The theme was “Targets for Action,” and many of the delegates wanted to pass a resolution
demanding that the EEOC carry out its legal mandate to end sex discrimination in employment. They were told
that they had no authority, not even to pass a resolution, but they were determined to take action.
Betty Friedan attended the conference as a writer and observer and had been closely watching the efforts of
Graham and Hernandez to enforce Title VII. Friedan has said that both commissioners and EEOC attorney
Sonia Pressman Fuentes were “privately suggesting the need for an organization to speak on behalf of women
in the way civil rights groups had done for Blacks.”
Determined to put the theme of the conference into practice, Friedan and others invited frustrated
conference participants to discuss alternative strategies. Friedan wrote the acronym N O W on a paper napkin.
Some 15-20 women assembled in Friedan’s hotel room that night. Among them were: Catherine Conroy, Inka
O’Hanrahan, Rosalind Loring, Mary Eastwood, Dorothy Haener, Pauli Murray, and Kay Clarenbach. Loring
recalled the group’s anger over what was happening at the conference, and how they could change it: “There
was a lot of feeling building in a lot of women then, and . . . they were more-or-less ready.” With time running
out, more of the “dissidents” gathered during the final conference luncheon and began planning the
formation of the new organization.
Gene Boyer, recalling the hurried meeting over lunch, said, “Catherine Conroy pulled out a five-dollar bill from
her wallet and, in her usual terse style, invited us to ‘put your money down and sign your name.’ NOW was a
reality and I think we all felt somehow we had participated in a significant beginning.”

THANK YOU TO ALL OF THE WOMEN AND GIRLS WHO SPOKE OUT AND STOPPED LARRY
NASSAR FROM ABUSING ANY MORE GIRLS. THANK YOU TO ALL OF YOU WHO SUPPORTED
THE VICTIMS AND DEMANDED THAT MSU CHANGE THEIR WAYS AND SUPPORT WOMEN.
THIS CASE DEMONSTRATES HOW DEEPLY IMBEDDED SEXISM IS IN OUR CULTURE AND
INSTITUTIONS.
“Your silence
will not protect
you”
Audre Lorde
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Michigan NOW
1140 Abbott Rd.
P.O. Box 860
East Lansing, MI 48826
517-485-9687
www.michnow.org

Return Address Requested
Michigan NOW Board
President
Nina Muckenthaler
Legislative VP
Bobbie Walton
Membership VP
Kathy Stroud
Treasurer
Georgina Hickey
Secretary
Kathleen Law

2018 Lansing Women’s March

KEEP THE MOVEMENT MOVING!
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